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Mandate
• Requirement for Universities –
dementia training  
Tier 1
• Raising awareness – knowledge, 
skills and attitudes for those 
working in health care































Adopting an arts-based pedagogy
• Arts-based education in 
medical education for non-
scientific elements of the 
curriculum De la Croix (2011)
• Illness-related theatrical 
performances in context of 
health care education Shapiro 
et al (2003) and O’Connor (2012)
• Ethno dramas  - allowing 
immersion into the lives of 
persons with dementia 
Colantonio et al (2008)
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Aims of the study
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To establish health care students’ perception of 
theatre as a pedagogy modality
To ascertain health care students’ perception of 
dementia 
To assess the impact of the play on their perception 
of dementia and any potential change in behaviour 
towards people living with dementia directly after 






Final questionnaire post further clinical 
exposure
Demographics of the participants
3. Longer term questionnaire:
63
2. Immediate Post-performance: 211
83% females
1. Pre-performance questionnaire:  218
85.5% females; 14.5% males
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Questionnaire 1: Pre-performance
• Participants’ previous experience of dementia and in 
what capacity
• Phrases/myths commonly associated with dementia
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Myths/phrases – key words
Forgetful Alzheimer’s Memory loss Mood swings
Confused Challenging Upset Angry
Emotional Unpredictable Repetitive Loss of 
independence
Oblivion Stigma Loss of skills Childlike
Progression Lonely Hallucinations Loss of identity
Depressed Agitated Sadness Crazy








• Participants’ previous experience of dementia and the 
capacity and age range of those affected
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Family members; friends’ 
families; clinical 
placement; as health care 
assistant
Questionnaire 2: Post-performance 






























































































Can  live well with
dementia































The performance was very challenging but 































Improved understanding of people living with 




























Understanding the need to be more empathetic 
towards people with dementia and for those 












regard to the 
































Change in behaviour towards patients with 










































































































































Application of insights from the play to 
interactions with patients with dementia and 
carers and families
28
Would you recommend the 
continuation of inclusion of 




Should theatre be used for 






• Increase awareness of dementia
• Method of delivery through theatre
• Effect of findings





• Provides an effective way for health care students to 
explore aspects of health care 
• Facilitates an understanding of the emotional factors 
• Facilitates an understanding of illness and suffering 
• Recommended as a pedagogic modality
• Visual impact suits the net generation learner  
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